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Excerpts From L. D. Perdue’s Autobiography

After we arrived in Oakdale, one of the most exciting years of
my ministry began. There was a group of people, most of them
relatives, who wanted to establish a church in Oakdale. Everyone at
that time in my family were members of the Riverbank Missionary
Baptist Church located about 5 miles from Oakdale. Bro. Jesse
Scott was the pastor. Bro. Scott was favorable for this mission
work to be established. It was about the first of December when we
began servicesin the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall in Oakdale. A
goodly crowd was present. The interest was great. The spirit was
good and it became very evident that we could soon organize into a
church.

On January 3, 1947 the invitations went out for the organization
of a Missionary Baptist Church. We had the services start at 9:30
and the church was organized. Ted Cooper, pastor of the Brent-
wood Church, led the meeting. Sonny Williams, one of our mission
members prayed. Bro. Art Harris led in the devotion. Bro. Ted
Cooper prayed the dedication prayer. Bro. Harris was chosen as
clerk. Bro. R.Y. Blaylock read the Church Covenant and 22 mem-
bers went into the charter of the new church. The church voted to
adopt the Articles of Faith in the Baptist Way Book written by Ben
M. Bogard. The churches represented were Brentwood, Antioch,
Fresno, San Jose and Richmond. Bro. Jesse Scott preached the or-
ganization sermon. The church adopted the name, First Missionary
Baptist Church and called me as their pastor. My brother Richard
Perdue was elected as church clerk. At that time the church voted
to ordain 3 deacons. Bro. Othie Perdue my father, and Bro. Richard
Perdue, my brother and Bro. Sonny Williams. Another message
was brought by R.Y. Blaylock using as his text Il Timothy 3:16
and 17. Bro. Farris then dismissed the meeting in prayer.”

—Continued on page 7
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Doug & Maurine Perdue—1946

Charter Members
First Missionary Baptist Church

Bro. Dee Burch
Sis. OletaBurch
Sis. Annie Lou Burch
Sis. Ethel Light
Sis. Opal Light
Bro. W. R. Lockhart
Sis. Maybelle Lockhart
Bro. Charles Lockhart
Bro. Leonard Lockhart
Bro. Needham Northcutt
Sis. Thelma Northcutt
Bro. W. O. Perdue
Sis. Annie Perdue
Bro. Gary Perdue
Sis. Jean Perdue
Bro. Douglas Perdue
Sis. Maurine Perdue
Bro. Joe Spradlin
Sis. Agnes Spradlin
Bro. Troy Ward
Bro. Sonny Williams
Sis. Inez Williams
Other Families
Bro. Dale Macintosh
Bro. Marvin Bryant
Shelby Ross

Oakdale, First Missionary Baptist Church (ABA)

The FMBC, Oakdale, sponsored by FMBC, Riverbank, Missionary L. D. Perdue, was
organized January 3, 1947 with 22 charter members. An additional 80 were added by year’s
end. The church adopted the Articles of Agreement in the Baptist Way Book by Ben M.
Bogard. The first year, the church purchased property and completed the basement section
of the building.

The following served as pastor: L. D. Perdue in 1947; Walter Griffin in 1948; Allen
Tabor from 1948-51; Clyde Murphy from 1951-53; L. M. Branch from 1953-54; Wayne
Easlon from 1954-59; L. M. Branch (second time) from 1959-60; R. M. Brown from 1960-
61; L. R. Horton from 1961-62; George Walton from 1962-66; Tonie Robertson from 1967-
71; Maynard Beckler from 1971-74; James Ligon from 1975-76; Richard Paslay from 1977-
87; Jeff Roadcap from 1988-93; Clifford Creel from 1993-99; and Tonie Robertson (second
time) since 2000. Clyde Murphy tried but failed to lead the church into the NABA. The
church chosed instead to represent in Coop. The church sold their first building and property
to purchase their present property during the pastorate of Richard Paslay.
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Volume 2—page 318
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Organization Service
First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale, California

On Friday, January 3, 1947 a special meeting was called by Bro. Douglas Perdue, for the purpose of organizing a Missionary
Baptist Church in the city of Oakdale, California.

The meeting opened at 9:30 A.M., singing led by Bro. Ted Cooper of Brentwood. Prayer by Sonny Williams at 10:00. Bro. Ar-
thur Harris led the devotional at 10:45. Ted Cooper led the dedication prayer. Bro. Arthur Harris was chosen as clerk. Bro. R. Bla
lock read the church covenant. There were 22 charter members. The new church voted to adopt the articles of Faith as written in the
Baptist Way-Book; written by Ben M. Bogard.

The visiting churches voted to receive this group into full fellowship as a church. The hand of fellowship was given to the new
church, by visiting churches. Churches represented were, Concord, Brentwood, Tracy, Antioch, Fresno, Riverbank, San Jose, and
Richmond. Bro. Jesse Scott, Riverbank, was chosen to preach at 11:00 A.M., his text being taken from 2 Corinthians 4:3-4.

After lunch, Bro. Ted Cooper again led in singing. Prayer by Bro. Ferris of Fresno, Bro. Vic Salyer led devotional at 2:00. After
this Bro. Perdue entertained a motion to name the church. The First Missionary Baptist Church, Oakdale, was the name given. Bro.
Douglas Perdue was called as pastor by acclamation.

Bro. Richard Perdue was elected Sec. Treas. Sis. Mabel Lockhart as church clerk.

A motion was entertained that three Deacons be elected. Bro. Othie Perdue, Bro. Richard Perdue, and Bro. Sonny Williams were
ordained.

Bro. Blalock brought a good message reading from 2 Timothy 3:16 - 17. After this sermon the meeting was dismissed in prayer
by Bro. Ferris.

Church clerk: Mabel Lockhart,

Deacons:

Othie Perdue

Richard Perdue ---------- January 3, 1947
Sonny Williams

A motion made and carried to accept the building funds and the Deacons
to choose the lots to build on. Lots were found and the church voted to buy.
January 7, 1947.

The church sent Bro. Victor Salyer out as amissionary May 6, 1947.

Motion made and carried to license Bro's Charles Lockhart and Vickie
Salyer to preach the gospel. June 3, 1947.

Motion made and carried ordain Bro. Ralph Lockhart to the full time min-
istry. June 3, 1947

The church had all day dedication service June 14, 1947. Bro. Ralph Lock-
hart was ordained to preach the gospel and

Dee Birch
Dale Mclntosh---------- Ordained is Deacons
st St o : Nedham Northcutt
First building at East & G Streets The church held its first Revival the latter part of July, 1947 with Bro. M.

B. Hubbard and Bro. Ben Crawford as evangelists.
Brother Sonny Williams surrendered to the call to preach.
Tuesday, August 5, 1947 Bro. Williams preached his first sermon after
1] the church licensed him to preach.

The church voted to accept Bro. Perdue's resignation as Pastor that he
might enter the school at Little Rock. Tuesday, November 26, 1947.

ey

Niece, Judy Perdue (Doleman), daughter of Richard & Jean Perdue,
Charter Members of the Oakdale Church.
At Orangeblossom 1947




Pastors of the
First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale

1947 L. D. Perdue

— 1948 Walter Griffin

1948—51 Allen Tabor

1951—53 C. Murphy

1953—54 L. M. Branch

|1959—60 L. M. Branch
¥ |1954—59 Wayne Easlon

— 1960—61 R. M. Brown

1 196162 Lee Royce
Horton

|1962—66 George Walton

11967—71 Tonie Robertson

11971—74 Maynard Beckler

1975—76 JamesLigon

@l 1977—87 Richard Paslay




Pastors of the
First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale

1988—93 Jeff Roadcap

1991—93 JmKral
{ (Asssociate Pastor)

Vance Kelley

Oct. 12, 2014—July 10,
2016 Zak Crouch

New Pastor

December 2016
Richard Carnes

From the 50th Anniversary Handout

V
1199399 Clifford Credl

2000—07 Tonie Robertson

Jan. 2009—Feb. 6, 2011

A

CHURCH HISTORY

In lute 1946, Brather LD, Purduwe was endorsed as Missionary by
the Riverbank Missionary Baprist Church to begin a work in
Oakdale. Thus, the First Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale
was organiced on January 3, 1947, There were 22 charter
members {all listed on the back of this program). Churches
represented of the organization included Concord, Brennvood,
Trucy, Antioch, Fresno, Riverbank, San Jose, and Rickmond,
Brother L.D. Perdue was unanimously called as Pastor of the
Church.  The first Deacons elected and ordained were Brother
Othie Perdue, Brother Richard Perdue, and Brother Sonny
Wilfiams. The chircls adopted the Articles of Faith as written in
“The Baptist Way Book™ by Brother Ben M. Bogard.

Later in 1947, the Church voted 20 send out Brother Vic Salyer as

Missionary to begin a work in Escalon, resulting in the
organization of a New Testament Church in Escalon.

The Church erected o building at East &  Streets in 1947, In
1977, undey the pastorship of Richard Paslay, the church sold the
building and adjacent property and bought the property and
clturch building at its existing location, 1141 Walnut Street,
Oakdile.

The Chuerch in Oakdale has enjoyed fifty years of fellowship and
service in the Lord’s work.  In the Fellowship Hall iv a wonderful
collection of pictures of members, hoth former and present, plus
evemnts covering the past fifty years.

Thank you for participating i» onr anniversary celebration!
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First MBC-Oakdale

In the News & Baptist Records

Church Minutes

California Missionary
Baptist

Dukdule Viimutes

r h et eyl flayhel e Lockhart,

..rui"f

_ The ehuieh held ike dipkt L Lthe latter rart of July,

1957 with Hro. [, [-‘ awrl Bro Nen Urpwford as evengelists.
Hro, Sonny Williame rawdarad Lo Lhe eall rear_F

Tues. fug, 5, 1247, dro, Villians nvesehed bis Cirse Sernor
afbor the church ligensed hig fo prasch,

Uakdale Minutes

Feh, 1, 1948, Bro. Joo Sprediin )LIISTJC]L,'E,.] 1
preaci t,ne Gespel and tha O
To preach e c..lluc; od his I

The chursk wotad pd B
Bre. M, Griffin bn tac
in §t. Zouls or Mareh 1é, 1

On sy &, 1904 & vevivnl begen with Fro,
avangalist,

'

S5 o 5 SRS

-‘organlzei our auxilia
a raguln nfteh‘danea

. the buil
' tion.of

July 1947
TEE WESTARN BAPTIAT

by the Oakdale Chureh, and iz doing a good
work at Pscalon, He established a new
church there about a month ago, We pray
God's blessings upon him in the work there,
or wherever he may go from there, Thus
we enjoyed dncther spiritual feast in song.

¥7:30 Song service, Bro. Vic Salyer lead-
ing, Bro. Salyer is a3 missionary sent out

New Home of First MBC
October 1977

I—-—-—-——-———’—
OAKDALE CHURCH NEWS
Feb, 6, 1047
Dear Brother Hunt:/

The First Missionaty Baptist
Chureh |of Oakdale, Cdlifornia, is
one mot’lth n!d The Lord has great-
ly bles ed us in our work. There
‘have bden' four conversions and
baptisms. : Two joined by letter
and one| by statement, Out of five
Sunday that we have met we lmw

" ‘had” thrjee 'Sunday . baptisms,

Our’ ¢hutch has chosen two lots
on whi to build a church house.
The members with the help of our
‘fellow - brethren in [the Riverbank

. church' have been able to raise the

'._,money th. pay for thdse Iota Al
donataon:s from ouu:d:-rs nm “to be_;._-'
; .put ont the building . fund: " | !

(The ‘women' of our c.hurc'h.h.nve.
(R "We have '
about ben i

women, dbii
The women are ma!:mg_ a .winta i

ing fund. For each dona-"'
0 vents’ or more We _-em;-I
broider your name on.a block. that
has our ‘ia\:oritu Bible v_e'rnajln.th'w
ceriter’ of esich block.  In the|center .
of the quilt John 8:16 |is to bé'et'nl-_
broidered. The ‘quilt Wwill be sold.
to the person offering = the most

"Blblica% quilt to_rafde money for

' money for it when .it ig finished.

Some of|the women|:héve their
blocks over half finished already :
Pray for|us that"we will conhmm

" to work |for the Lord /and [do- all
_ things ad He would hﬁvu us to do

them, <

THELMA NORTHCUTT

| Reporter

Rt. 1, Bc'( 65 A, Oakdale, Calif,
—-l-__—____.___.

The Western Baptist
Vol. 3-No. 1
September 5, 1947

RALLY OF THE '\ORTHEP\
CALIFORNIA YOUNG PEOPLE
{Continued from page 11

EL NIDO—"Christ’s Trial and Crucifixinn,”
by Bro. Maoore.

BEENTWOOD —Burial and Resurrection,™
by James Reeves, followed by a special
sorgr by Jootte and Nancy Cooper—
“He Lives."

OAKDALE -~ “The Beesnd Coming,” by
Chzries Loekhart.

Bro, Charles Lockhart brought the nfter-
roon message from FEph 2. Charles is only

about thirieen years old. Bro, Ben Craw-
ford wasz elevted to use the remaining thirty
minutes.  His subject was “Tr Must Be
Born Apgain.”

Sister Pegpy  Williams, Bro. Charl
Loeshart. and Bro, Ben Crawior

given a hand in appreciation. A missi
offering of about twenty dollazs was taLen
up for tle two missionaries presemt, who
weze Bra. Vie Salyer and Bro. Don Hass
Our next rally wiil be held with the River-
bank Missionary Baptist Chorch.
BETTY GRAZAM, Reporter

Rally of the Northern
California Young People

Tre Yourg People met with the Oakdale
Church, July 19, 1947, at 9:30 am, After
song service led by Eld, Ted Cooper, de.
votionai service wag Jed by Bro, Carl Owens,
using Romans 5:1-11

Our subjet for discussion was “The Life
of Christ," and the parls were given as
follgws: '
ESCALON—"Prophecy of Jesus' Birth," by

(Opal Dale Light,
ANTIOCH — “Birth and Childhood of
Christ,” by Blanche Tempton,
RIVERSIDE = “Birth and Childhood of
Christ,” by Betty Graham,
MODESTO—“Baptism .and Temptation of
Christ," by Mary Kennicult,
SACRAMENTO-—"Baptism and Templation
of Christ," by Gilbert Ross,
RICHMOND ~ “Minisiry of Christ," by
Charles Smith,

Bro, Novman Quick preached the eleven
o'tlock sermon from Luke 4:118-19, Romang
10:13-15, Jokn 115, This was Bro, Nor-
man's first attempt to preach, and it was
truly & great message from 4 very hamble
man, At the elose Bre, Carl and Bro. Nor.
mar were given the hand of appreciation,

After lonch served by ‘he Oakdale
[adies, we gathered again In the chureh and
began (ho afternoon scrvices by singing
songs and choruses,

Sister Poggy Williams led devotional
seaviee, using John 3:0.18, The parts for
the afternoon were given as follows:

(Cortinued on page )




The California Missionary
Baptist
Vol. 8-No. 4
July 15, 1947

()AKDALE DEDICA'I‘ION & OR-
DINATION |
Ordmned help from Sl&t&'l’
churches met in counsel withi the
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURC_H
OAKDALE, to dedicate their new
church ard ordain some deacons
and a preacher, | |
Brother| Buster Lockhart’ Was
ordained o work of' the mini try’,
and brethern Dee! Berch, Dale
Meclntash, 'nnd Needhans Northeutt
as deacons. Churches represented
were Antidch, San Jose, Rlverhunk
El Nido, | Mod:sto, | Escalon, |a nd
Oukdale. |Bro, Harrig was elected
moderator] Bro. Salyer clerk, Bro.
Tabor examiner, Brd, Svott chark—
ed canidates, Bro. 'A. A. Mbore
charge tolthe church, Bro. Lock(

hart to (Lrennh the, sermon, land .

others having part xl.ere B‘rethek'n
W. 0. Perdue and Sunney W1Ihams
_ It was 3 good service and enjdy-
ed by allpresent,

has a ‘wonderful fuLure. Oakdsgle

church has elected him for missibn -

work, and| he is going to work at
Waterford,  Leg us reniember him
in ou rprayers, '

|l~ L ORE‘\'CE SALYER

{Bro. Lockhart |

—Continued from page 1

First MBC-Oakdale
In the News & Baptist Records

Sixteenth Annual Session
of the California State Missionary Baptist Association
March 31 -April 4, 1947
NAMESAND LOCATIONS OF CHURCHES, PASTORSAND CLERKS

OAKDALE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH—Oakdale, California
Pastor—Douglas Perdue, P. O. Box 1154, Oakdale, California
Clerk—Maybell Lockhart, Route 2, Box 270, Oakdale, California

ORDAINED MINISTERS
OAKDALE—Douglas Perdue

MESSENGERS
OAKDALE—Petitionary Letter

DEACONS
OAKDALE—W. O. Perdue, G. A. Williams, Earl Oliver, Richard Perdue

BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS
Jose and Bakersfield.

lowship on behalf of the messengers.

OBITUARIES
"The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 1 Corinthians 15:26.
Oakdale; Eld. W. A. Davis

STATISTICAL REPORT

Member ship
Gain—L oss Pastor’s Salary 264.00
1946 26 Home Missions 20.00
Baptism 10 All Other Expenses 1,628.00
Letter 3
Otherwise 7
Increase 20
L etter 1
Exclusion —
Death —
Decrease 1
Present Membership 45

Petitionary letters were read from the following Churches: Oakdale, Castroville, San

Motion seconded to seat the messengers. Carried. Bro. Scott gave right hand of fel-

Excerpts From L. D. Perdue’s Autobiography

“The Oakdale Church was the first church that I led in the organization of. A lot has happened since then. | look back
in the ministry there in Oakdale, | was only 20-21 years old and my how the Lord blessed. When | left Oakdale | made
one of the biggest mistakes of my ministry. The church didn't want me to go but | was determined to have my way and
insisted on them accepting my resignation, and then the wife and | moved back to Arkansas. | soon learned that it doesn't
pay to be stubborn and have your own way, One should seek the will of the Lord and aso respect the wishes of the
church that you're working with.”



First MBC-Oakdale
In the News & Baptist Records

Congratulations Oakdale
on [25 years of communily.

We're proud to be o parf of your spirffual development and history.

The First Miszsionary Baptist Church of OGakdale was established on January 3, 1947 with 22
charter members from the First Missicnary Baptiat Church in Riverbank.

The group was led by Elder L.D. Perdue, Lhen a young seminary student from Little Rock,
Arkansas. the church purchased property and suilt on the corner of 'G' St. and East Ave,, currently
the site of Taco Bell and the Apestolic Assembly Church.

In December o 1977, under the leadership ol Pasior
Richard Paslay, the church purchased its present build-
ing from the Church of Jeans Christ Latter Day Saints,
and is carrently pastored by Clifford P Creel.

All are inviled Lo attend services each week; Sunday
School 2t 3:45a m. and Worship at 10:50a.m. On
Wednesday evenings the Youth Choir practices during
the Adult Bible Study Hour at 7 pm.

In January 1997, the chureh will be celebrating spe-
cial Homecoming Services featuring farmer pastors as
guecst speakers, gospel singing, and memorial servics
honoring all deceased members. All former members and
friends are invited to attend.

The church will be publishing more details later,
will provide information to you now if you call 84

First Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale

1141 WALNUT ST., OAKDALE » 847-6204

or
B204.

Clippings from the L ocal News

Church boasts 50 years of tragitional focus

maved on, many have passed nway, and a few are stll in
thi: e but ame o Jonger members.

There dre. however, many who huve heen with the
church for a leng time.

Cornelia wid ] lewurd joined (he church in 1956,
anid [ur the past 40 voars, thoey have heen regulars (hree
s 1 week.

Cornelia Stevear cites the memhers’ unity as helding
& spevial place in her hearl,

1 think the main thing ahaut the chureh is thal we've
always stuck wipelbier," she suid. “Weare all there to hear
Grud's woord snd share in Gud's blessing ™

And this is an important time for her fellow members
tor be Ty her and her hushand’s side

Jubim Stewart, who was ondained as a deacon in 1960,
Thabs e semiously il

His wiling hesalih huss Tef) bim unable o atiend services,
butithisn'tlefthim without the leve ol his Rllow church
memlers.

Comelia Slewarl sald suppor! o uthers has been
vital ta her hushand of 32 years. ;

“They call, they vome by and visit all the time. They
really are a blessing™

This weskend's celshration will feature plenty of the
church’s history,

Erother L.D. Perdue, the chureh's [rsl pustor in 1947,
will be the featured speaker Sunday meming, He is
suhedulid to speak al ahout |1,

Suturday’s speakers will be Brother Richand Paslay
and Brother Soimy Williams.

Pasluy hud 1he Tongest fenome as The church’s pastor,
feom 1976 wo 1987, He will begin speaking between 6
. amd F pan.

Williwrns, noharter member, will be the fimsd speaker al
1230 pom.

RBoumdless Joy of Murtine, s Cliistian gospen musical
group, will perform Saturday sllernoon between 2;30
e, and 3 pom,

By STEPMEN ROBERSON :
Staff Writer

Tt wag 1847, 8 new year had jost heen ushersd in and
sttrrdd S ar T Rl lory Bk Badn' L even ound thedr way i
the princees vt

Un dan 3 oof [hal year, e Firsl Missionary Baplist
Church of Cakdale was ol livialiy established.

The chiurch is comumsmorating i S0th anniversary.
hiphlighted bya weekend-long, Jon starting Suiurday
al 1 p.m, =

And while change bas hetome the tocn with many
churches. Pasior Clifford Creal believas whatses the Fimst
Bissionary BapisrChurehof Oaknals apar is s resisiamee
ti1 beooming fon mdon,

e ro el lociking for Chunge, ™ Besaid. “Wewant
B sty L sune Lypes ol el we Jave for e past 30
years. I'ed notsaging We wank tobe like certain grovps that
{reeze in & Cortuin conry ay Qe s dress and eeslems.

Bt we: bekieve that sings the doetrines— the practices
of the chunch — are older than 50 vears, we zhould
mainiain the zame peactices the church has always
praintained.”

Tt relianee on isdidon has been o key element of the
chanch for fhe past 50 yewrs.

Ir's chinped pastors, it's changed mermbers, and iz even
chenped buildings, moving o s cumrent fovalion w1143
Walnut Ave, i 1978 aftor 31 years arthe corner of Castand
G Streets.

But it hasa’t changed its focus,

‘That ultigrate foous, Crocl said, is achigved thnowgh the
winrk of TissjonaTics.

Fhe: First Missionary Chunh of Qukduls has a loag,
succesainl isiory of missions.

Irwasthe Oakdaie chuseh s work thatheipaim
in Modusio, Ripum amd Bseylon, o name & (2w

“We've always supported missions,” Creel said.
“Wlissiems, are basically the way we spread the gospel. it's
this way we estublish clorches.”

Mat foe many chorter uembers remain. blany have

A familizr gight on Walnut Avenue, the First Missi ¥ i Dinner is scheduled for 5:30 pm. Saterday,
Church is celebrating ils 50th anniversary this weekend. 3

8




Oakdale
News
Potpourri

First MBC-Oakdale
In the News & Baptist Records

The Baptist Signal

The Baptist Trumpet

CAHDALE NEWS

The Oakdale church has called
Brother Clyde Murphy as pastor.
He will be already moved onto the
field by the time this is read. May
the Lord bless this union of church
and under-shepherd.

The Oakdale church is calling
for the ordained help of the
churches to meet with them at
7 p. m. Friday, Oct. 26th for the
purpose of examining and ordain-
ing Brother Bob Roderick to the
full work of the ministry (if he
passes the examination.) The Oak-
dale church has a new pastor, Bro.
Murphy. They gave him a un-
amimous call. May the Lord bless
that great church with their new
pastor. /\,wwrozjba [O-5¢

October 1951

“True To Form”

The First Missionary Baptist
Church of Oakdale has experienced
zomething in the past year that her
sister churches should know of

After Brother Allen Tabor re-
zigned the Church here, the Church
called one Elder Clyde Murphy for
Pastor. He came to them as being
Neutral” “€gaect daily private pray
tion, and hen you pray remember
was for neithervescnt, and that He
ABA, however, . “But without
lor being against the emlae 1lotk
School, the A.B.A. Literature, and
the pr ca(_hcn Brethren who were in
rarmonv with the ABA. Afler
tirne he tried to inject the
AL literature into the Church,
Ll to no avail. When he saw that
he ecould not pull the Church into
the MNaber movemenl, and thal the
Church had about all of him they
could stand, he resigned. However,
he took members out with him who

were  only  deceived by him, no
doubt.

Piense ohserve that such a
preacher will deny his own work

for a while, in order to try to get
in and deceive the people.

The Qakdale Church has always
been in sympathy with the work
of the American DBaptist Associa-
tion. However, she was not in-
formed of the Naber tricks when
she colled Elder Murphy, God gave
her the vietory over this trick, for
which we are thankful. —L.MB,

N 5 oG

e

The Missionary Baptist Herald

Meet The Students

By: Judy Pevehouse

Herald-Fresno
Feh. 1986

or; Bro., .ur
Tthel Haina
our church !

to heat, 7

e

{ur ats
recnrd &%
Grave an
we hong Lo s
wﬂl, The Iz
Tov,
ite everyo
that heapar

Lhe ,J,r‘-.'at [
rs causs,

Bro. Jeffrey Roadeap, a
first year student at F.M.B.L,
was saved and baptized in
1977, and he surrendered to
preach in the fall of 1985. He
and his wife, Carla, (pictured
above) are members of the
First Landmark MBC in

Visalia. Jeffrey and Carla
have a son, Keith, age 20
months, and are antieipating

the arrivel of another baby in
February.

Jeffrey works as a hair-
stylist at David Michael's in
Visalia, a favorable situation
since David is a brother in
Christ and elsc a member of
the Visalia Chureh, Jeffrey
usually gets up at 4:00 a.m.
and studies until 6:00, Then he
goes to sehool from 7:45 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m., and he s
then back in Visalia to start
work by 2:00 p.m, His workday
ends between 35:00 and T:00
p.m,  His sehool week is Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday,
end his work week is Tuesday
through Saturday.

Bro, Jeffrey claims Romans
8:28 because he believes God
provided him a job that allows
him the freedem to attend
F.M.B.L

Bro. Roadesp's goal is to

Jelf and Carls Roadcap

to  aceomplish  great  things
through His ehurehes today.
An ocutstanding chaeracteris-
tie of Jeffrev is nis sense of
numor. He livens the classes
he is in, and makes it enjoy-
able for people to be around
him. As somecne once said,
"One of the most important
things a man can have up his
sleeve is a funny bone.” When
Bro. Roadeep begins lo pastor,

pastor a thriving ehureh like & definite asset to his ministry

Junel, 1953 the Ne_w Testament churches will be his sense of humor,
at Antioch and Jerusalem, He making him more personsble,
does not feel that that desire and helping to emse the ten-
15 naive since God still wants  sion of the voeation,

February 1986
The Baptist Sentinel
March 1958 T —
Pawe 8 vBution churches, decided t be

October 1952

Oakﬁale Revival

We, at Oukdale Church arron
the mountaintaps because of the
wounderful gnodoess of God, lur-
ing our recenl protracted n set-
ing, from February 23 to M ch
2, The Saviour was lifted up, and
the Moly Spirit was were in g reat
power, as Brother L.awre. ce
Crawlordbroaght the gespel
messages with force and sio-pli-
city. Nine souls, during this glor-
ious week of services professed a
saving faith in the Lord jisus
Christ, and at the same tine re-
sented themselves lo the Cha vch
for baptism. A couple, who 1ad
previomsly submitted themse hves
ta the Church for member: hip,
upar: promise of letters from (on-

bara,

dene with doubting, and wl ale-
heurtedly aligned themselves
with the Lord’s churches by sap-
tism. Tt was with much rejoi ing
that our people watched t1is
the father,
and two young boys, saved Jur-
ing the revival, also a m e,
suved during the revival, al go
down into the water togethd - in
obedience to the Lord’s ¢ ym-
mand. One young man, a gr. nd-
son of some of om oldest and
most beloved members, the  da-
brys, came into the Clarel Lion
promise of a letter lrom a  uis-
sionary Baptist Chureli in Whites
Texas, and upon the last
night of the services, this & me
young i came forwd o
declured with mueh convic.ion
his surrender to the callig of
the ministry.

family,

the mofher,

It is wonderful and a causce for
great rejoicing lo have souls
saved, and w see people cow ert-
ed from error, but to some o us
the most blessed happening  of
all was this young naws sur-
render, for everything that bap-
pened during this great meeling,
the souls saved, baptisms, : dd-
tivus Lo the Charch, and deodi-
cation to a life of service, our
gratcful hearly say “Praise the
Locd” Pray for us that we ere
at Oakdale will fally
the Lord, for thiy meeting le ves
us no oo for doubt that He can
du great things

aibind to

Ethe]l Hann:
Church Cler .
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Association Notes

1947 Nurthern Missionary Baptist Azsecintion

TIMSET MISSTONARY BAFTIST CHURCH—Oakdele, Calif.

Urzanized Januery 3, 197, Present membe:ihinz T3 The articles of faith
ag Loubd o Bogoard's “Baptist Way Book,” was read =nd gdopted. We are
without a pastor at the present time. We send o3 messcigers, Broo and Sister
Othiel Perdue and Charles Oliver. Dy ueder of the Church in conference the
ard aay of Nov, 147,

I. I, RUIRCH, Moderstor
MAFRBELLT LOCEHART, Clerk

Seventh Annual Session
California Missionary Baptist Association
March 23, 25, 1948

M essengers
Oakdale: Eld. and Mrs. W. P. Griffith

Names, and L ocations of Churches, Pastor s and
Clerks

Oakdale Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor—EId. W. P, Griffin, Gen. Delivery, Oakdale,
Cadlifornia.

Clerk—Maebelle Lockhart, Rt. 2, Box 270, Oakdale,
Cadlifornia.

ORDAINED MINISTERS
Oakdale—Elds. W. P. Griffin, W. R. Lockhart.

LICENSED MINISTERS
Oakdale—Joe Spradlin, Charles Oliver, Charles Lock-
hart.

Second Oldest Church

in the
Sacramento Valley Missionary
Baptist Association

Church Dates of Organization

May 19, 1940 Riverbank
January 3, 1947 Oakdale
May 18, 1950 Missionary, Merced

Sacramento Valley
Missionary Baptist Association

Meeting Dates & Places
1—September 10 & 11,1965 Oakdale
2—September 6/7, 1985 Oakdale
3—September 11/12, 1987 Oakdale
4—September 7/8, 2001 Oakdale
5—September 17/18, 2010 Oakdale

Sacramento Valley Missionary Baptist Association
Chronological List of Moderators and Clerks
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YEAR

1961
1962—63
1964—65
1966
1967
1968—69
1970
197172
1973
1974
1975—76
1977—78
1979—80
1981
1982—83
1984—85
1986—87
1988—89
1990—91
1992—93
1994—96
1997
1998—99
2000
2001—02
2003
2004
2005—06
2007
2008—10
2011—12
2013—14
2015
2016

MOERATOR

Joe Spradlin

L. D. Perdue
George N. Walton
G. A. Williams

L. E. McCalister
Thomas L. Counts
Thomas L. Counts
George N. Walton
George N. Walton
George N. Walton
Edgar A. Sharver
Pat Christian

Tom Van Ginkel
G. A. Williams
George N. Walton
Pat Christian
Roger Bowline
John Stevens
Earl Walker

Jeff Roadcap
Robert B. Williams
William Drybread
William Drybread
0. E. Hall
Houston Kelley
Jay Ross
Houston Kelley
M. D. Keeling
Dennis Wharton
Tim Chambers
Walter Petree |l
Andy Beaver
Houston Kelley
Houston Kelley

CLERK

G. A. Williams
Henry Nance
Henry Nance
Ray L. Owens
Ray L. Owens
Ray L. Owens

L. E. McCalister
Roger Bowline
John Stevens
Raymond Bynum
Raymond Bynum
Raymond Bynum
Raymond Bynum
Raymond Bynum
Robert B. Williams
Robert B. Williams
Robert B. Williams
0. B. Tilley

0. B. Tilley
Robert W. Cullifer
Robert W. Cullifer
Robert W. Cullifer
David W. Keeling
David W. Keeling
David W. Keeling
David W. Keeling
Debra L. Cullifer
Roger Bowline
Roger Bowline
Roger Bowline
Roger Bowline
Roger Bowline
Roger Bowline
Deb Cullifer
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Historical Lineage of the First Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale, California
Prepared by L. D. Perdue, September, 1996

In writing alineage of the church, it isto be understood that the history of the local church can be traced through letters of charter
members from their church or through the Missionary leading out in the work and the church that sent him out to do mission work or
through the Sponsoring Church, if there was one or through the associational affiliation of the church. Sponsoring churches are of
recent practice. However, it haslong been a practice to have a council of wise and experience pastors and deacons to set in counsel at
the organization of the church and advise the new church.

1. The First Missionary Baptist Church of Oakdale, CA was organized January 3, 1947. (See church file.) Missionary Lu-
ther Douglas Perdue led in the work. All the Charter Members going into the organization did so with letters from the First Mission-
ary Baptist Church of Riverbank, CA.

2. The First Missionary Baptist Church of Riverbank, California was organized May 19, 1940 under the leadership of Mis-
sionary J. R. Bowers, sent out by Hebron Heights Missionary Baptist Church. (Now known as the First Missionary Baptist Church of
Salinas, CA) Elder John Cooper and other members of Hebron Heights church assisted in the organization. (See petitionary letter,
1940 Minute Book of the Northern California Missionary Baptist Association.)

3. The Hebron Heights Missionary Baptist Church was organized under the leadership of State endorsed Missionary R. Y.
Blalock on August 11, 1935. Brother Blalock and his family went into the organization with letters from the Caldwell, Idaho regular
Baptist Church. 13 other charter members went into the organization of the church.

(See Pecific coast Baptist 9-35, minutes of the Caldwell church, 7-14-35 and 10-13-35.)

Side Note: From The Landmark Baptist Historian, June
2011 Vol. 1—Num. 2, Prepared by Robert W. Cullifer

Rueben Young Blalock Comesto California
"...On October 13, 1934 he made atrip to Califor-
nia preaching or visiting at Lake City, Mt. Shasta, Roseville,
Ceres, Sanger, Ducor, Porterville, Taft, Bellflower, "Gloria
Gardens," Pomona, Tracy, Oroville, Maxwell, and other

Facsimile of the February 2, 1935, Endorsement of Blalock
by the Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Roseville.

sl
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places before returning home in Idaho on March 8, 1935. On
May 29 he had a sale of household goods and packed the
rest for shipment to California. The next day, May 30, 1935,
he left for California.

After preaching or stopping in Roseville, Ceres,
Salinas, San Jose, Santa Rosa, and Ukiah he returned to
Salinas and preached on Sunday, July 28, 1935. On August
11 "the Hebron Heights Missionary Baptist Church was or-
ganized in the Salinas High School building."

Excerpt from: The Roots of California Southern
Baptists 1890 - 1940 by Sam Harvey, page 106 (copied from
Blalock Journal)

Originally published in History of the West Coast Landmark
Baptist Volume 1, page 23, Compiled by L. D. Perdue
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4. The Caldwell Missionary Baptist Church, (a regular Bap-
tist Church, not to be confused with the G.A.R.B.) was organized un-
der the leadership of R. Y. Blalock, Missionary for the Eastern Baptist
Association of California and Oregon and the Middle Oregon Associa-
tion January 30, 1927. (See Minutes and Program of Caldwell church.)

5. The tracing of our churches from the Middle Oregon and
the Eastern Baptist Association of California and Oregon can easily be
done, including charter members of some of our churches in the mid-
1800s from the Philadelphia Association of regular Baptist. The first

Baptist Church in Newport, Rhode Island was represented in the for-

mation of the Philadelphia Association. Whatever routeischosen, historical evidence abounds.
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Baptist Traced From The Apostles and Christ To America.

For most of the following information we ars indebted to the late Elder R. Y, Blalook
in his book "Baptists Traced from the Apostles to America, It will be seen that the
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, worshipping at 1031 Sieber Street, can trace her
origin through the centuries from Christ and the apostles by an unbroken chain of
predecessors.

1. John the beloved disciple, baptized by John the Baptist, a charter menber of the
Jerusalem Church, which Jesus organized, Iuke 6:12-16; Matt, 18:18; Acts 1:21-22,

2. John the beloved disciple baptized Polycarp, A. D. 90. Neander's church history,
page 285.

T Polycarﬁ organized Partus Church, A. D, 150, Cyrus Commentary of Antiquity,
age 92

b, gu%tuglan came from Partus Church and organigzed the Turan Church, A. D. 237,
Armitage Church History, page 182.

5. Tellestman came from Turan Church and organized Pontifossi Churoh, A. D. 394,

Noland's Church History, Vol. 2, page 318,
6. Andromicus came from Pontifossi Church and organized Darthea Church, A, D, 671,
' lambert's Church History, page 47,

7. Archer Flavin came from Darsthea Church and organized Timto Church, A. D. 738,
Mosheim Church History, page 394.

8. Balcolao came from Timto Church and organized Lima Piedmont Church, A. D. 812,
Neander's Church hkistory, Vol. 2, pags 320,

9. Aaron Arington came from Lima Piedmont Church, A. D. 897 and organized the
Hileliff Church. Jones' History, page 324. Many churches wers organized in
Wales and England from Hilcliff Baptist Ghurch.,

10. Elder John Clark came from BEngland and organiced Newpcrt Baptist Church in Rhode
Island, the first Baptist Church in America, A. D. 1638. J. R. Graves, "Firsu
Baptist Church in America", page 13.

11. Elder H. Roller came direct from Hilleliff Baptist Church to Philadelphlia Baptist
Association in A. D. 1809, and organized many churches in the United States, See
Minutes of the Philadelphia Association,

12, The Philadelphia Association was formed in 1707. Missionary Baptist Churches in
that association sent misgsionaries down into N. Carolina and establishsd many
Missionary Baptist Churches which formed in North Carolina Associations known as
Sandy Creek, Kehukee, Ketockbton and Roan Mountain., See Baptist Confessions by
William L. Lumpkin, page 353,

13, Elder R. Y. Blalock was baptized by the Grassy Cresk Missionary Baptist Church
of the Roan Mountain Association and came to the West Coast in 1896 and organized
churches in Idaho and Washington.

“...unity in essentials and in non-essentials there should be liberty.”

Dr. T. T. Eaton, the great editor of the Western Recorder for about twenty five years, and one of
the soundest of the sound Baptist, and who was a persond friend of this editor, frequently asserted
that we should not be intolerant toward those who do not agree with us and should insist on unity
in essentids and in non-essentid sthere should be liberty.
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Sherry Marlene Townsend
Obituary/Eulogy—Dr. Larry Crouch

Celebration of Lifefor

Presented by Larry Crouch

May | preface these few words about our dear Sister with some words from King Solomon: Proverbs
31:10-12, 25-28 “Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. *The heart of her
husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 2ghe will do him good and not evil
all the days of her life. “*Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rgjoice in timeto
come. °She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. 2’she looketh
well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 2Her children arise up, and call her

blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.”

Sherry was born on December 23, 1946 in Pittsburg, Californiato Bill and Lois Douglas. She went home
to be her Lord and Savior on Sunday Morning November 20, 2016, 69 years, 11 months and 5 days.

Her father and mother, Bill and Lois Douglas, her brother Ed, her sister Janel and her son Rodney, preceded her in death.

Sheissurvived in thislife by her husband of 51 plus years, her son Steven, Grandchildren Seth, Amanda, Joey, Sydnie and Bobbie
and Great grandchildren Hailey and Maverick along with many nieces, nephews and friends.

Some important dates in her life first of all was when she was saved and baptized as a teenager in the First Missionary Baptist
Church of Brentwood. This spiritual happening made a gracious and wonderful difference in her life and made all the difference at
the time of her passing from her into eternity. The second date, at least according to George, was June 18, 1965, only one week after
graduating High School, she and George tied the knot the stayed knotted for 51 plus years.

Sherry lived in Brentwood, Oakley and Antioch. In the mid 70s George surrender to the Gospel ministry and they sold their house
in Antioch in 1975 and used the money to move to Glendora, California and joined the church where | was pastor in San Dimas
(later we moved to Rowland Heights). George and | worked together at Azusa Pacific College and we rode together Monday through
Friday to the Seminary in Bellflower.

Sherry never complained about the move. She always supported George and the work in the ministry. From Glendora they moved
to Cloverdale to work with the Missionary Baptist Church there and then to pastor Freedom Missionary Baptist Church and then to
pastor Folsom Missionary Baptist Church and for the last three decades at least, they have lived in Sacramento.

Sherry loved to sing and was part of a girl’s quartet along with Marilu, Gerry and Yvonne. When Larry, Ken and George joined
they were simply called “THE GROUP.” Sherry also served as the President of the State Ladies Auxiliary along with all the other
duties that goes with being a preacher’s wife.

| asked George what taught him about the Lord: He answered, “What it is to be a patient and loving preacher’s wife. George used
the words, “EXCEPTIONAL WOMAN” to describe Sherry.

Sherry loved to do crafts, sew and art. Making cards was one of her favorite things. Many of you here today no doubt have been
the recipient on one of her hand made cards. Several of the cards are on display here today; please take the time to look at them.

Being married to George there was no doubt always some funny things happing. One such event happened while they were horse-
back riding. Sherry was all saddled up and slowly going along with her feet just dangling down. When all of a sudden her horse got
spooked, reared up, and took off in a gallop with Sherry hanging on around the horse’s neck. When they got the horse stopped,
George said, Okay, no more trick riding.

George liked to try (try being the operative word) and help Sherry in the kitchen. As she was trying to cook, he would be picking
up pot, pans, spoons and other things and start washing them. This sounds like a good thing — right? NO. Because Sherry would have
to stop George and tell him, “I’m not through with that yet! This became her pet peeve? “Just let me cook — lets eat — and then you
can do the dishes.” Did you ever get that right Buddy?

George let me say “you did get this right.” In his own words George wrote, “She always let me fedl like | was the boss. She

supported me in everything | tried to do. She laughed at my corny jokes and patiently (most of the time) tolerated all my teasing. |
could never have asked for a more faithful, loving mate than what God gave mein Sherry. | will miss her terribly and | am anxiously
looking for that day when we will be together again.”

| have some very cherished memories of this family going back to when George and | were in our young teens. We have been
privileged over the years to share both laughter and tears together, but most of all we have rejoiced with each other in the Lord.

When can rejoice today for there is no doubt that Sherry Marlene Douglas Townsend was welcomed home to heaven and heard
the wonderful words from our Savior, Jesus Christ: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” You will be missed here by you
family and many friends, but praise the Lord | did not come here today to say good-bye. | came to smile and rejoice over these fond
memories and the assurance that we will meet again one day soon in the realm of glory. So long for just a little while dear sister and
friend, we will see you in the morning over there. — Let us pray:
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TheField
Rev. C. R. Hendrickson

For the evangel.

TheField
No. 4

The field needs culture. Vast portions are lying waste, and demand attention.—How to meet this demand is a serious ques-
tion, and, in our present circumstances, difficult to answer. We have been accustomed to look to the East for our supply of
ministerial labor. However wise and necessary this policy may have been heretofore, it is becoming evident, that the time for
dependence on that source of supply is rapidly passing away. Our infant churches are increasing so rapidly that the Home
Boards of the North and South, have neither the men nor the money to provide them with pastoral labor. At the best, we can-
not expect the Mission Board to supply more than avery few central points, while hundreds of square miles are left destitute.
What can be done to meet the wants of this great field, but to ook to God, for a ministry from our own churches? We are en-
couraged to "Pray that the Lord of the harvest would send forth laborers." Already many young men are responding to the call
of God, and committing themselves to the work of the Ministry. Here is a source of supply that may be unfailing, and fully
adequate to the demands of this immense and inviting field. But however pious and devoted the young men of our churches
may be, as a general thing, they have not the requisite training and theological knowledge, to make them eminently useful as
Evangelists or Pastors. By many years of arduous toil and wearying study, early disadvantages may be overcome, and great
eminence for piety and usefulness be attained; but a wise Christian economy approves the plan that can secure the sasme end in
the shortest possible period. It is certainly better to acquire the elements of extensive and permanent usefulness within three or
four years, than to exhaust fifteen or twenty yearsin the acquisition.

It appears to us, therefore, that one of the most pressing necessities on this coast, is a good Theological Schoal; thisis more
needed than a literary institution. A mere College education is no preparation for a Ministerial or Pastoral life. It forms the
basis of professional study, whether of law, medicine, or theology, but it gives no instruction in either department. Had we a
College of the very highest class, we should still need "a school for the prophets.” No attainments in the classics, or mathe-
matics, or natural sciences, can become substitutes for Biblical interpretation, Theology, Ecclesiastical history, and Pastoral
Duties. As the Churches of Christ we do not absolutely need a College, but a school of Theology is imperatively demanded.
We have now candidates for the ministry whose previous classical education has prepared them to enter upon professional
study. And others we have, who are prepared to take a modified course of ministerial study, that would qualify them to be-
come very useful men in winning soulsto Christ. Hereis avaluable class of men, for whom the Churches of California should
make provision at once; that provision must be in the form of a Theological school, well arranged and well endowed.

With such a school as this, fostered by the prayers and munificence of God's people, we shall now have such accessions to
our ministeria ranks, as to be able to occupy every part of this great field, and to plant the standard of salvation al over the
adjacent territories.

—C.R. H.

THE EVANGEL:
D. B. Cheney, Editor And Proprietor
San Francisco.
Thursday Morning, November 15, 1860.
Volume 3—Number 16.

| EERINRGEEY  SAN FRANCISCO, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1860. LR

1 i

14



